
Alaska Species Ranking System Summary Report - Fox Sparrow

Fox Sparrow Class: Aves

Order: Passeriformes

Conservation Status

G Rank: G5

S Rank: S5B,S3N

Agency 

Final Rank

Conservation category: VIII.  Yellow

VIII = low status and either high biological vulnerability or high action need

Action: 16

Status: -6

Biological: -38

Status

BBS data shows a significant increase of 2.9% annually in Alaska between 1980 and 2007 (P=0.00, n=95, c=3). BBS data in 

the Continental US and Canada demonstrated an insignificant decline of -0.8% annually between 1980 and 2007 (P=0.33, 

n=243, c=1; Matsuoka and Pardieck 2009). Declines have been reported in Central Alaska (Kessel and Gibson 1994).

-6Population Trend (-10 to 10)

Distribution Trend (-10 to 10)

Unknown

0

Category 

Score

Biological

Population Size (-10 to 10)

Range Size (-10 to 10)

Population Concentration (-10 to 10)

6.5 million (Rich et al. 2004).

Iliaca breeds from northern and western Alaska south to southern interior Alaska (AOU 1998). Unalaschcensis breeds on the 

eastern Aleutians, Shamagin and Semidi Islands, the Alaska Peninsula, southcoastal Alaska, and SE Alaska (AOU 1998). 

Unalaschcensis rarely winters in Southeast Alaska. There are also records from Nunivak, Pribilof Islands, St. Lawrence Island, 

and Point Barrow in Alaska (Rising 1996, Garrett et al. 2000). Wintering range not as important to population in Alaska, so 

breeding range used for estimate.

Does not concentrate.

Reproductive Potential

Age of First Reproduction (-5 to 5)

No information, but likely <2 years (Matsuoka, USFWS, personal communication).

USFWS/NOAA:

SOA: Species of Greatest Conservation Need

BLM:

USFS: IUCN: Least Concern

AA:

Score

-10

-10

-10

-5

Heritage

Passerella iliaca 

Range Score

-20 to 20

-50 to 50

-40 to 40

Higher numerical scores denote greater concern

- variables measure the trend in a taxon’s population status or distribution. Higher status scores denote taxa with 

known declining trends. Status scores range from -20 (increasing) to 20 (decreasing).

- variables measure aspects of a taxon’s distribution, abundance and life history. Higher biological scores suggest 

greater vulnerability to extirpation. Biological scores range from -50 (least vulnerable) to 50 (most vulnerable).

-6Status Total:
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Number of Young (-5 to 5)

Ecological Specialization

Dietary (-5 to 5)

Habitat (-5 to 5)

Mean clutch size in Juneau 4.11 eggs (Rogers 1994).

During breeding season, feeds on arthropods, including insects, spiders, and mollusks. Also feeds on seeds, fruit, and plant 

matter (Linsdale 1928, Grinnell et al. 1930, Austin 1932).

In Alaska, Iliaca inhabits alder and willow thickets in spruce forest, often in white spruce (Austin 1968a). Unalascensis 

occurs from beaches to timberline, preferring willow and blackberry thickets, and lush and brushy riparian vegetation 

(Linsdale 1928, Williamson and Peyton 1962, Austin 1968a).

Action

Management Needs (-10 to 10)

Monitoring Needs (-10 to 10)

Research Needs (-10 to 10)

Survey Needs (-10 to 10)

Managed and protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

BBS data provides a significant trend, but BBS does not extend far enough north to cover statewide trend (Dunn et al. 2005).

Unknown (Matsuoka, USFWS, personal communication ).

Distribution captured within a portion of their range by CBC (National Audubon Society 2002), BBS (USGS 2006), and most 

of their range by ALMS (USGS 2008a). Habitat associations studied in Southeast Alaska (Gibson and MacDonald 1975, 

Kessler 1979, Kessler and Kogut 1985), the interior (Spindler and Kessel 1980, Benson 1999, ABO 2000, Hannah et al. 

2003), and detected during broad-scale montane and alpine nesting shorebird inventories implemented in 2001 in the Arctic 

and the southwest networks (Tibbitts et al. 2006, Ruthrauff et al. 2007).

Supplemental Information

Score

1

-5

1

2

2

10

2

- variables measure current state of knowledge or extent of conservation efforts directed toward a given taxon. Higher 

action scores denote greater information needs due of lack of knowledge or conservation action.  Action scores range 

from -40 (lower needs) to 40 (greater needs).

- variables do not receive numerical scores. Instead, they that are used to sort taxa to answer specific 

biological or managerial questions.

16

-38Biological Total:

Action Total:

Range Map

Harvest: None or Prohibited

Seasonal Occurrence: Year-round

Taxonomic Significance: Monotypic genus

% Global Range in Alaska: >10%

Peripheral: No

% Global Population in Alaska: >25%
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