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WE ACCEPT: Cans:  Steel, aluminum & tin
Paper: Corrugated cardboard; newspaper; colored & ‘junk’ paper;
magazines& catalogs. No metal clips or binders.
Glass:  Jars & bottles (any color; remove all caps and lids)
Plastic:  #1 & #2 plastics; opaque milk & water jugs; clear & colored 
transparent beverage bottles; colored plastics (non-hazardous 
waste container); #1 clear plastic crates.

CAPITOL DISPOSAL
YOUR “ONE STOP” RECYCLING CENTER

OPEN
Tuesday - Saturday 8:00 am – 5:00pm 
for commercial and residential customers.

All Juneau households may participate at no charge.
All commercial/government customers subject  

to minimum charge.

REMEMBER!
• Labels can be left on glass

• Empty contents from all containers

5600 Tonsgard Ct.

780-7801
www.juneau.org/pubworks/recycling.php
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By Patrick Whittle
Associated Press

PORTLAND, Maine — The warm-
ing of the planet is taking a deadly 
toll on seabirds that are suffering 
population declines from starva-
tion, inability to reproduce, heat 
waves and extreme weather.

Climate-related losses have hit 
albatrosses off the Hawaiian islands, 
northern gannets near the Brit-
ish Isles and puffins off the Maine 
coast. Some birds are less able to 
build nests and raise young as sea 
levels rise, while others are unable 
to find fish to eat as the ocean heats 
up, researchers have found.

Common murres and Cassin’s 
auklets that live off the West Coast 
have also died in large numbers 
from conditions scientists directly 
tied to global warming.

With less food, rising seas that 
encroach on islands where birds 
roost and increasingly frequent 
hurricanes that wipe away nests, 
many seabirds have been produc-
ing fewer chicks, researchers say.

And tern species that live off New 
England have died during increas-
ing rain and hailstorms scien-
tists link to climate change. Some 
species, including endangered rose-
ate terns, also can’t fledge chicks 
because more frequent severe 
weather kills their young, said Linda 
Welch, a biologist with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service.

The warming world is increas-
ingly inhospitable to many seabirds, 
Welch said. “In the last couple years, 
they’ve experienced widespread 
nesting failure,” she said. “I defi-
nitely think there’s large ramifica-
tions of what we’re seeing.”

It’s difficult to precisely deter-
mine the population loss to wide-
ranging seabirds and how much is 
attributable to climate change. But 
one estimate by researchers from 
University of British Columbia 

stated that seabird populations 
have fallen 70% since the mid-20th 
century.

Reproductive success also 
decreased over the last half century 
for fish-eating seabirds, especially 
those that live north of the equator, 
according to a study earlier this year 
in the journal Science.

Researchers from the University 
of Washington and other institu-
tions who studied dozens of world-
wide seabird species found some 
were having success breeding at 
only 10% of historical levels. They 
also found that in the southern 
hemisphere, difficulty finding fish 
has prevented species such as the 
Magellanic penguin from success-
fully feeding chicks.

Worldwide, seabirds are in jeop-
ardy largely because of warming 
ocean temperatures, scientists 
say. Over the past five decades, 
more than 90% of the extra heat 
on the planet from global warming 
has been absorbed by the ocean, 
according to U.S. government 
scientists.

Warming seas, coupled with die-
off events that kill thousands of 
birds by starvation, are making it 
harder for some species to main-
tain stable populations, said P. Dee 
Boersma, a University of Washing-
ton biology professor and an author 
of the Science study.

The seabirds, such as penguins 
that have declined by nearly three-
quarters in South Africa since 1991, 
are a harbinger of what will happen 
to wildlife with global warming, 
Boersma said.

“These ecosystem sentinels are 
important because they’re not only 
enjoyable for us to be able to see 
them, but they’re important as a 
signal that we’ve gone too far,” she 
said.

One of the most serious threats 
to seabirds is a reduction of plank-
ton and small fish in cold northern 

waters. Forage fish and plankton 
loss has led to mass die-offs of birds 
such as the Cassin’s auklets that 
washed up by the tens of thousands 
on the Pacific Coast in recent years.

One of the most visible examples 
of global warming’s seabird toll was 
the die-off of tens of thousands of 
common murres along the West 
Coast in the mid-2010s. Nearly 
8,000 dead birds washed up on a 
single beach near Chugach National 
Forest in Alaska.

Scientists later determined that 
warming waters deprived the 
birds of the abundant sardines 
and anchovies they gorge on, and 
the birds starved. The deaths came 
amid a marine heat wave known as 
“the blob.”

Thousands of miles away in the 
North Sea, a similar problem has 
forced northern gannets to search 
farther away for food, leaving chicks 
unattended and vulnerable to pred-
ators, University of Leeds research-
ers have found.

Rising sea levels are another 
concern. Albatross colonies in the 
central Pacific and Hawaiian islands 
depend on low-lying areas that face 
inundation and bigger storms, said 
Don Lyons, director of conserva-
tion science at Audubon Society’s 
Seabird Institute.

“People are really concerned 
about a couple decades out,” Lyons 
said.

Maine’s iconic seabird, the Atlan-
tic puffin, suffered one of their worst 

years for reproduction in decades 
this summer due to a decline in the 
availability of the small fish they eat.

The Gulf of Maine, where puffins 
nest on tiny islands, is warming 
faster than most of the world’s 
oceans, and that has cut into forage 
fish populations, scientists say. Poor 
reproduction, which has persisted 
for several years among the puffins, 
is a “severe warning” about the 
future of the seabirds, Lyons said.

“Seabirds are one of the most visi-
ble indicators of the health of our 
oceans,” said Shaye Wolf climate 
science director of the Center for 
Biological Diversity. “These escala-
tions of seabird die offs are big red 
flags that the rising temperature of 
the ocean is wreaking havoc.”

Longtime Oregon Rep. Peter DeFazio won’t seek re-election
Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — Rep. Peter 
DeFazio, the longest serving U.S. 
House member in Oregon’s history 
and a staunch advocate for environ-
mental issues, said Wednesday he is 
retiring and will not seek re-election 
next year.

The 74-year-old Democrat is the 
powerful chairman of the House 
Transportation Committee.

“With humility and gratitude I 
am announcing that I will not seek 
re-election next year. It has been the 
greatest honor of my life to serve 
as Congressman for the Fourth 
District of Oregon,” DeFazio said in 

a statement.
While his announcement comes 

as his party faces a number of chal-
lenges ahead of the 2022 midterms, 
DeFazio’s seat is probably safe for 
Democrats. Oregon’s 4th District 
covers the southwestern portion of 
the state, including coastal commu-
nities and the liberal university 
towns of Eugene and Corvallis.

DeFazio was first elected in 1986. 
The last time a Republican was 
elected to the seat was 1972.

In 2020 DeFazio faced a spirited 
challenge from Alek Skarlatos, a 
hero soldier-turned-Republican 
congressional candidate. In 2015, 
Skarlotos, a member of the Oregon 

National Guard, helped disrupt an 
attack on a train bound for Paris by 
a heavily armed man who was a 
follower of the Islamic State group.

DeFazio beat Skarlatos by 5 
percentage points, his closest 
margin of victory in many years.

And while the GOP will see an 
opportunity in the 4th District next 
year, there will likely be many strong 
Democratic candidates as well. 
Democrats control the Legislature, 
all statewide elected offices, the two 
U.S. Senate seats and four of the five 
current U.S. House seats in Oregon.

“It’s time for me to pass the baton 
to the next generation so I can focus 
on my health and well-being,” 

DeFazio said, adding he will work 
for the rest of his term to help pass 
President Joe Biden’s Build Back 
Better Act to address economic 
inequities and the climate crisis.

Originally from suburban Boston, 
DeFazio got an advanced degree in 
gerontology from the University of 
Oregon and later worked as an aide 
to former Oregon Rep. Jim Weaver, 
who he succeeded, and as a county 
commissioner.

DeFazio touted among his 
accomplishments banning the 
export of logs from federal lands to 
protect old growth forests, protect-
ing 390,000 acres of wilderness 
in Oregon and increasing federal 

investment in infrastructure.
In a statement, House Speaker 

Nancy Pelosi praised DeFazio for 
his many years of service.

“Chairman Peter DeFazio is an 
absolute force for progress, whose 
36 years of effective leadership in 
the House will leave a legacy that 
will benefit the Congress and Coun-
try for decades to come,” Pelosi said.

Environmental groups also 
lauded the retiring congressman.

“Chairman DeFazio is one of 
Congress’ all-time greatest cham-
pions for wildlife, public lands, and 
healthy waterways,” said Collin 
O’Mara, president and CEO of the 
National Wildlife Federation.

AP PHOTO / MARK THIESSEN, FILE 
Dead common murres lie washed up on a rocky beach in Whittier, Alaska, on Jan. 7, 2016.

Heat, no food, deadly weather:  
Climate change kills seabirds

Controversial plan for Oregon natural gas terminal abandoned
By Andrew Selsky

Associated Press

SALEM, Ore. — A Canadian 
energy company called it quits 
Wednesday on a controversial 
natural gas pipeline and marine 
export terminal on the southern 
Oregon coast after failing to obtain 
all necessary state permits.

Opponents of the Jordan Cove 
project, which would have created 
the first liquefied natural gas export 
terminal on the West Coast in the 
lower 48 states, rejoiced at the news. 
The marine export terminal would 
have been located at Coos Bay, with 
a 230-mile (370-kilometer) feeder 
pipeline crossing southern Oregon.

Many landowners, Indian 
tribes and environmentalists had 

objected, saying the project by 
Calgary-based Pembina Pipeline 
Corp. could spoil the environ-
ment and would have contributed 
to global warming by producing 
greenhouse gases. In 2019, protest-
ers filled the Oregon State Capitol 
and occupied the governor’s office 
until they were hauled away by state 
police.

“It’s been almost two decades of 
fighting this project, and it is incred-
ible to hear that all of that work has 
paid off and our homes, our water-
ways, our climate are going to be 
protected from this project,” said 
Allie Rosenbluth of Rogue Climate, 
a southern Oregon-based group 
advocating for a transition to renew-
able energy.

Supporters of the project to ship 

U.S. and Canadian natural gas to 
Asia said it would create jobs and 
help the economy. The Coos Bay 
City Council last year approved 
dredging part of the bay to increase 
the width and depth of the shipping 
channel.

The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission approved the project 
in March 2020, during the Trump 
administration. Oregon’s Demo-
cratic Gov. Kate Brown threatened 
to go to court to stop the project if it 
didn’t obtain every permit required 
from state and local agencies.

The Oregon Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality denied a water 
quality certification for the project, 
and the Department of State Lands 
refused to grant another extension 
to Pembina to file documents in its 

application for a permit to dredge 
sediment out of Coos Bay.

Pembina said Wednesday that 
federal regulators took another 
look this year, and on Jan. 19, the 
commission determined Oregon 
had not waived its certification 
authority under the Clean Water 
Act. Furthermore, on Feb. 8, the 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
sustained Oregon’s objection 
under the Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Act.

Donald Sullivan, manager and 
associate general counsel of the 
project, told the commission in a 
notification Wednesday that the 
company has reviewed the pros-
pects for obtaining the permits in 
the future and “decided not to move 
forward with the project.”

Sullivan’s notification asked the 
commission to cancel its permit.

Deb Evans, who owns land in 
rural southern Oregon’s Klamath 
County that the pipeline would 
have crossed, said, “It’s a good day 
for landowners.”

She and her family have been 
fighting the project for years, fear-
ing the loss of part of their wooded 
property, where they have a timber 
mill, to eminent domain.

“We’re super pumped about 
the news that we got today from 
our attorneys, and it’s been a long 
time coming,” Evans said. She was 
worried about fire danger from 
the pipeline which would have 
crossed almost a half-mile of their 
property. She also cited risks to the 
environment.


