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On Christmas day, a little 
group of friends walked 
along the airport dike trail. 

Loose snow had drifted over the 
trail in places and low streamers of 
more snow were whisked over the 
meadow by capricious breezes. 
The shallow lagoon in front of the 
small shelter was covered with ice. 
On the ice I saw two killdeer, rather 
forlornly peering through the ice, 
unable to reach any bits of food 
below. Hungry and hopeful, they 
spent some minutes there, in vain.

Soon thereafter, I was told that 
killdeer are not uncommon over 
in the Fish Creek area, so of course 
I went over to look. In the parking 
lot, I met someone coming off the 
trail who reported seeing lots of 
killdeer out on the west side of the 
berm leading to the “island.” But 
— again, of course — by the time 
I got out there, they were not to be 
seen.

These observations made me 
think about what shorebirds might 
occur here in winter and the kinds 
of places they might be found. 
Consulting with some experienced 
birders, I used the Juneau check-
list to learn which species are most 
likely to be seen and which are 
less likely. Occurrences vary from 
year to year, of course, but the list 
serves as a starting place.

“Shorebirds” include the sand-
pipers, plovers, godwits, and 
oystercatchers, earning their 
common collective name from 
their frequent use of shorelines 
outside of the breeding season, 
on migration and in winter. That’s 
when the species often overlap in 
their habitat use and bird watchers 
are mostly likely to see them. Nest-
ing habitats are varied, includ-
ing wet tundra, dry alpine tundra, 
bogs, marshes, grassy meadows, 
and the birds are then spread out 
over the landscape. All of them 
forage primarily for invertebrates. 

The rock sandpiper is reported 
to be common in Juneau in winter: 
It forages on gravelly and rocky 
beaches and headlands, but also 
on intertidal sand and mud flats. 
This species has been studied in 
upper Cook Inlet, where it is the 
northernmost wintering shore-
bird in North America. It feeds 
primarily on the small clam 
Macoma baltica, picked from the 
sandy-muddy flats. In midwin-
ter, its daily energy requirements 
were estimated to be more than 
six times the basal metabolic 
rate—that’s a lot of clams! The 
subspecies in Cook Inlet has faster 
prey-handling times and higher 
rates of energy intake and of shell 
disposal than the more southerly 
subspecies. 

The next four species are said to 
be uncommon or rare in Juneau in 
winter:

Dunlin: It is found chiefly on 
muddy estuaries on the coast in 
winter, but also on other wetlands. 
It eats invertebrates picked from 
sand and mud flats. Juveniles are 

apparently more vulnerable than 
adults to predation and to severe 
weather.

Black turnstone: In winter, it’s 
mostly on rocky shores and reefs, 
headlands, but also on deltas and 
mudflats; it may attend late runs of 
anadromous fish in streams. They 
feed on intertidal invertebrates 
in winter, including lots of small 
limpets.

Killdeer: In all seasons, it is found 
mostly in open habitats includ-
ing mud flats, gravel bars, and wet 

grassy fields. Killdeer eat a variety 
of terrestrial and shallow-water 
invertebrates, including crustacea, 
worms, larval moths, and some-
times small vertebrates (e.g., dead 
minnows). Killdeer in some areas 
are reported to forage quite actively 
on moonlit nights, while reduc-
ing activity on the following day; 
this pattern reduces exposure to 
daytime predators such as falcons.

Wilson’s snipe: Wintering habi-
tats include marshes, swamps, wet 

meadows, and wet fields; I also 
see wintering snipe along rivu-
lets in the forest (e.g., mountain-
side tributaries of Gold Creek). 
It often probes the substrates for 
prey, including larval insects and 
earthworms, and also eats small 
molluscs and crustacea. At least in 
some regions, male snipe put on 
more fat in winter than females, in 
preparation for their early north-
ward migration; females migrate 
later, when food is more available 

on the journey.
Other species are thought to 

be occasional and incidental in 
Juneau in winter: greater yellow-
legs, semipalmated plover, spotted 
sandpiper, long-billed dowitcher, 
ruddy turnstone, surfbird, and 
sanderling.

Good places to look for any 
of these wintering birds include 
Eagle Beach, Sheep Creek, Fish 
Creek, lower Switzer Creek, 
Salmon Creek and northward 

along Gastineau Channel, 
Mendenhall wetlands. Boaters 
might check the sea stacks and 
rocky reefs, which are less acces-
sible to observers.

Many thanks to some experi-
enced bird observers for helpful 
consultation!

• Mary F. Willson is a retired 
professor of ecology. “On the Trails” 
appears every Wednesday in the 
Juneau Empire.
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Sports & Outdoors
Shorebirds in winter
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Killdeer chicks have just one black breast band at first, but soon get the characteristic two bands.
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Turnstones often forage on rocky reefs near the wave action. 
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On the Trails
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Alaska Nanooks forward Brady Risk plays during the third period of an NCAA 
hockey game against Cornell on Friday, Oct. 29, 2021 in Ithaca, N.Y. When 
the Alaska Nanooks ventured out from campus in Fairbanks for their second 
three-week road trip of the season, a simple stop in Seattle turned into a 
four-day stay as virus-related airline staff shortages and wintry weather in 
the region grounded flight after flight. 

Playing college hockey in the 
nation’s northernmost state comes 
with an education in patience, 
positive attitudes — and efficient 

packing.
The Alaska Nanooks are all 

about making the most of what 
they have.

“We’re allowed a duffel bag, a 
hockey bag and a backpack. I 

Roaming charge: Alaska Nanooks 
making most of independence

By Dave Campbell
Associated Press

See HOCKEY, Page B6

Big Papi elected to HOF; Bonds, Clemens, Schilling left out

David Ortiz was elected to the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in his first 
turn on the ballot, while steroid-
tainted stars Barry Bonds and 
Roger Clemens were denied entry 
to Cooperstown in their final 
year under consideration by the 
Baseball Writers’ Association of 
America.

Ortiz, a clutch slugger and 
10-time All-Star over 20 seasons 
mostly with the Boston Red Sox, 
was named on 77.9% of ballots 
unveiled Tuesday night, clear-
ing the 75% threshold needed for 
enshrinement. He’s the fourth 
primary designated hitter voted 
into the Hall.

Big Papi was among baseball’s 
most recognizable faces through 
the 2000s and 2010s. His enor-
mous grin endeared him to fans, 
but the Dominican’s hulking frame 
menaced pitchers, especially in 
the late innings. He had 23 game-
ending hits, including three during 
the 2004 postseason while Boston 
ended an 86-year World Series 
drought.

Ortiz batted .286 with 541 home 
runs with Boston and Minnesota 
while making 88% of his plate 
appearances as a designated hitter, 
the most by anyone in the Hall. He 
passes Edgar Martinez, who was a 
DH for 71.7% of his plate appear-
ances. Frank Thomas and Harold 
Baines are the only other Hall 

members to DH more than half the 
time.

He’s also the fourth player born 
in the Dominican Republic, joining 
Juan Marichal, Pedro Martinez and 
Vladimir Guerrero.

Ortiz also has PED baggage, 
but enough voters chose to ignore 
a positive test that came during 
survey testing in 2003 that was 
supposed to be anonymous. Ortiz 
has denied using steroids, and 
Commissioner Rob Manfred said 
in 2016 “I think it would be wrong” 
to exclude him from the Hall of 
Fame based on that lone test.

The three-time World Series 
winner has remained in public 
view in retirement as a studio 
analyst for Fox Sports’ postseason 
coverage. He was briefly sidelined 
in 2019 after being ambushed and 
shot in the Dominican Repub-
lic. His recovery required three 
surgeries, and doctors removed his 
gallbladder along with parts of his 
intestines and colon. He returned 
to the air during the postseason 
four months after the shooting.

Ortiz will be enshrined in 
Cooperstown, New York, on July 24 
along with era committee selec-
tions Buck O’Neil, Minnie Miñoso, 
Gil Hodges, Tony Oliva, Jim Kaat 
and Bud Fowler.

Bonds, Clemens and Curt Schil-
ling were all rejected in their 10th 
and final year on the BBWAA 
ballot. Bonds is the sport’s career 
home run leader and Clemens won 
a record seven Cy Young Awards, 

but voters denied them the game’s 
highest honor over suspicions they 
used performance-enhancing 
drugs. Bonds got 66% of the vote, 
and Clemens was at 65.2%.

Schilling’s support dropped off 
sharply after he finished 16 votes 
shy in 2021. Many voters chose 
not to back the right-hander due 
to hateful remarks he has made in 
retirement toward Muslims, trans-
gender people, journalists and 
others.

Schilling asked the Hall to 
remove him from this year’s voting, 
but he remained an option. He was 
named on 58.6% of ballots, down 
from 71.1% last year.

Bonds, Clemens and Schilling 
are done on the BBWAA ballot, 
but they will be considered again 
next year by the Today’s Game 
era committee. The 16-person 
committee of Hall members, 
executives and veteran media 
members will convene next 
December to consider players who 
played between 1988-2016 who 
are no longer eligible for BBWAA 
selection.

Among other first-timers on the 
ballot, Alex Rodriguez and Jimmy 
Rollins got the most support.

Rodriguez won three MVPs 
and hit 696 homers but also has 
PED use clouding his case. He was 
banned by Major League Base-
ball for the entire 2014 season after 
violating the league’s drug policy. 
Voters named him on 34.3% of 
ballots.

By Jake Seiner
Associated Press


