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Hello, I'm a dandelion by Elena Moskva
Hello, I'm a dandelion
A lot of people call me a weed but I'm a friend and come to help you!
When you see me, remember that I'm the ONLY one who wants and can grow in
particular spot. Because:
Either the soil is too compact / hard / stomped and I want to loosen it for you with my
roots.
.
Or there is too little calcium in the soil - don't worry, I will replenish that for you with the
dying of my leaves.
.
Or the soil is too acidic. But I will also improve that for you if you give me the chance.
Or a mixture of the above reasons, of course.
I'm here because your soil needs my help so best you let me grow without disturbing me!
When everything is fixed, I will disappear again, I promise!
.
Are you trying to remove me prematurely with my root? However meticulous you are, I will
return 2x as strong! Just until your soil is improved.
.
You can even tell by my growth at which stage my help is at. If my leaves are flat on the
ground then I'm far from ready but if they all reach up then I'm already a long way on my
way.
.
Something completely different is that I am 1 of the first bloomers in spring so I will
announce spring / summer for you.
During the day when it's hot, I open my flowers but in the evening when it cools off I close
them again quickly. In fact, if it's not hot enough during the day I won't open them at all!
.
My flowers are the first food for insects after hibernation and unlike most other plants, I
have pollen AND nectar, not merely one OR the other! And I am generous with them!
.
My flowers are even delicious for you people by the way, did you know? I used to be called
′′honey (or gold) of the poor′′ because my flowers are so sweet in e.g. jam, sauce or salad!
The internet is full of recipes - check them out.
But wait until the end of May or later before you start picking and even then, don't pick
everything yet! The biodiversity and bees will be very grateful!”

What Mammals Eat Them

Black Bear

Porcupine

Sitka black-tailed Deer

Hoary Marmot (that live along our beaches)

Many Insects Feed on Them

Hoverflies

Many Others

Honey Bees (make good dandelion honey)

Queen Bumblebees feed on the early
blooming dandelions to obtain enough
nutrients to build their nest and lay their
eggs.

Crab Spiders Hunt on Dandelions

This shows a female crab spider eating
a male crab spider while another male
attempts to mate with her.

A female crab spider hunting on a dandelion.

Female crab spider in a dandelion as it is closing for the evening. I have read that
some will actually spend the night in a closed up dandelion flower.

Dandelion seeds
can disperse long
distances on windy
days.

Some birds, such as this Pine
Siskin, feed on the dandelion
seeds.

A Useful Reference
Dandelions by Mary Willson
a surprisingly mysterious “weed”
Their cheery, bright yellow flower heads adorn the roadsides in late spring, before the compulsive
mowing machines decapitate them. Foraging deer, bears, and human herbivores make use of their
good nutrition. Bees and other insects visit the showy flower heads for nectar and pollen.
Dandelions seem to be everywhere in spring—roadsides, trailsides, some gardens, and even out on
the rocky sea stacks. That widespread distribution led someone to ask if they are taking over the
whole country. The simple answer is No. Dandelions are very good at colonizing open ground.
They belong to a suite of weedy plants that specialize in colonizing disturbed sites—an ecological
way of life known as ‘ruderal’. Their numerous air-borne plumed seeds waft about, sometimes for
long distances, and a lucky few will land on disturbed ground such as roadsides, trailsides, and
gardens (to the dismay of gardeners who have just weeded out the ‘last’ dandelion from their
vegetable beds). So although a glance at our roadsides might make it seem like dandelions are
taking over, unless all native habitats are disturbed by removing the original vegetation and
rumpling the soil, dandelions are not going to take over everyplace.
The dandelions we see along the roads and trails probably belong to the species Taraxacum
officinale, which originated in Eurasia and has become naturalized here. It has been on this
continent for several hundred years, either brought over (intentionally or not) by immigrants from
Europe or somehow by seeds blown over the ocean. In that time span, this dandelion has managed
to spread all over North America in disturbed habitats.
When seeds are produced, the flower stem elongates, to raise the seed head above much of the
surrounding vegetation. Each seed bears a long-stalked, puffy ‘parachute’ that catches any
available breeze that might carry it to a new spot for colonization. Both the structure of the seed
and parachute and the stem elongation are dispersal adaptations that aid the species’ ruderal
strategy. But those adaptations are just part of the story.
Taraxacum officinale is generally known to be obligately asexual, producing seeds without
pollination.
That would mean that all offspring would be just like their mother—essentially forming a clone
identical to her. The ability to reproduce asexually is another feature that helps to make the ruderal
way of life successful—one plant can start a whole new population.

Researchers have found that there is a further complication: the asexual dandelions are generally
triploid (with three sets of chromosomes instead of the usual two sets) and during the process of
seed formation there may be some recombination of genes between chromosomes, thus adding to
the genetic diversity of the population. There is even a hint that pollination may (rarely) occur,
such that some resulting seeds have been produced by sexual means, introducing still more genetic
diversity to the population. In any case, as a result of mutation and occasional recombination, any
population of dandelions is likely to be comprised of many clones.

All of that, however, leaves open a major evolutionary question about dandelion flowers. The
function of flowers is sexual reproduction—attracting pollinators that convey pollen from one
plant to another. But if the introduced dandelions reproduce without sex (at least almost always),
why do they make such attractive floral displays? The bright yellow inflorescence is comprised of
many small flowers, which offer nectar and pollen to insect visitors; production of flowers, pollen,
and nectar is costly of energy. So why do it if reproduction is not sexual? It might be that
dandelions engage in surreptitious sex more often than is thought to happen. Or perhaps the
beautiful yellow inflorescence is a legacy of the past, reflecting the sexual reproductive habits of
the ancestors of the present, clonal species.
In Southeast Alaska, besides the Eurasian dandelion, there are also two native species of
dandelion that typically live in alpine and subalpine habitats; one of these is known to be
obligately sexual, requiring pollen transfer between flowers. Bees and other flower-visiting insects
might not discriminate between the native and the invasive species and may visit both in quick
succession. Hand-pollination experiments have shown that pollen transferred from the invader to
the sexually reproducing native species can result in some seed production, so genes from the
invader may be assimilated by the native species. Such hybridization tends to obscure the
distinction between the species. There is also a possibility that viable pollen from T. officinale
could interfere with seed production in the native dandelion species (as has been reported for a
similar situation in Japan).
The genetics of dandelions can be complex, and the taxonomy of the genus is quite confusing,
with differences of opinion about which variants to call separate species. For now, suffice it to say
that T. officinale is a highly successful ruderal, one that brightens our landscape with color.

