
In Juneau 





Dance Flies are predators as both larvae and adults, many of their larvae crawl 
among rocks and moss in swift flowing stream reaches. Adults subdue their 
prey with their dagger-like proboscis (a tubular mouthpart used for feeding and 
sucking}. Some have front legs adapted for grasping prey. Mating swarms are 
often seen over streams, where they fly in dance-like twisting and turning 
patterns. 
 
 • Only the male Dance Fly is capable of preying on other insects. So to impress 
the female and attract her for mating he offers her a gift of an insect he has 
caught.  
 
• Many Dance Fly males will wrap his gift in silk before offering it to the 
female. This gives him time to mate with the female while she is busy 
unwraping the insect before consuming it. 
 
 • Adult Dance Flies can be very important in the pollination of many flowers. 
In Juneau we have documented them helping to pollinate certain orchids.  





• The beetles we have most often seen on the snow are larvae of the beetle 
family Cantharidae which are called soldier beetles or leatherwings. The name 
soldier beetle originates from the elytra (front wings) of one of the earliest 
described species being reminiscent of early uniforms of British soldiers. The 
term leatherwings refers to the look and feel of their hind wings. 
 
 • Some soldier beetles are known to extrude a milky acid substance that 
protects them from predators such as jumping spiders.  
 
• The soldier beetle life cycle begins as a larva that hatches from an egg in the 
fall. These larvae are predators and will eat the eggs of many garden pests, as 
well as damaging larvae and soft insect bodies. In other words having these 
beetles in your garden is considered beneficial for the plants you are growing.  





Spiders are often fairly common on the snow in the Juneau area, especially on 
sunny days when the temperature warms above freezing. We often see them 
in the set ski tracts in the Mendenhall and Eagle River Campgrounds. Also 
look for them on the snow along most of the trails through the forest.  
 
Most of them appear to be Hammock Spiders (Genus Pityohyphantes). Lots of 
springtails run about on the surface of the snow. We suspect the spiders may 
be going after them.  
 
For information about spiders and springtails in winter look at The Ecology of 
Inter-active Collembolans and Spiders and Hibernation and Winter Habits of 
Spiders and Subzero Temperature Tolerance in Spiders: The Role of Thermal-
Hysteresis-Factors and Ecological Aspects of Cold Resistance in Spiders * (A 
Comparative Study)  





 In Juneau I often see snow buntings feeding on 
beach springtails during migration in the 
spring. 

 A video about them doing this can be seen here     
https://youtu.be/H4CcxoBZZF0?rel=0 



In Greenland adult Lapland Longspurs 
have been documented feeding on 
springtails on the snow.  

These birds also migrate through the 
Juneau area in spring and may also feed 
on springtails. 
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